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Holocaust denier Irving is jailed
B by )t Fpl 1L
o ik

British historian David Irving has been found guilty in

Vienna of denying the Holocaust of European Jewry and
sentenced to three years in prison.

1L i (S s P ugsnt § o1
E S B3 bbb §Iba by
ot dade
3Gﬁ/:£/~5b,4'/”

He had pleaded guilty to the charge, based on a speech and interview
he gave in Austria in 1989.

ugJJi’,g.J‘ﬁ‘g’/;,bs;;ﬂagJﬂ/"u’u/?nzr_t;u'i’
SBLoUtL U IS L T2k P Ly P

"I made a mistake when I said there were no gas chambers at

Auschwitz," he told the coutt in the Austrian capital.
S 2 ”MLr‘L:uL«/&wLJTJ’uﬂM:LL LT
G L AN )AL aln

Trving appeared stunned by the sentence, and told reporters: "I'm
very shocked and I'm going to appeal.”
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An unidentified onlooker told him: "Stay strong!"
Trving's lawyer said he considered the verdict "a little too stringent".

"I would say it's a bit of a message trial", said Elmar Kresbach.
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Irving, 67, arrived in the court room handcuffed, wearing a blue suit,

and carrying a copy of Hitlet's War, one of many books he has
written on the Nazis, and which challenges the extent of the

Holocaust.

A deg BV U131 Pt eIes fba I 1z

G BB It e eI 0

F e D 0§ i 5
e T 2 () S

Irving was arrested in Austria in November, on a warrant dating back

to 1989, when he gave a speech and interview denying the existence

of gas chambers at Auschwitz.
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'I've changed'
‘A

He admitted that in 1989 he had denied that Nazi Germany had
killed millions of Jews. He said this is what he believed, until he
later saw the personal files of Adolf Eichmann, the chief organiser

of the Holocaust.
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"I said that then based on my knowledge at the time, but by 1991

when I came across the Eichmann papers, I wasn't saying that

anymote and I wouldn't say that now," Irving told the court.

"The Nazis did murder millions of Jews."
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In the past, he had claimed that Adolf Hitler knew little, if anything,

about the Holocaust, and that the gas chambers were a hoax.
The judge in his 2000 libel trial declared him "an active Holocaust

denier... anti-Semitic and racist".
e FE) el SIF I S SH L iUt P
LG s Fud E 6N (s
ek
fquéuﬁ,ﬁﬂ(éut}:Lugmégw)uﬁyw
Bl Famy ol Frp Sl el

On Monday, before the trial began, he told reporters: "I'm not a

Holocaust denier. Obviously, I've changed my views.

"History is a constantly growing tree - the more you know, the more
documents become available, the more you learn, and I have learned
a lot since 1989."
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Of his guilty plea, he told reporters: "I have no choice."

He said it was "ridiculous" that he was being tried for expressing an
opinion.
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..he addresses his interlocutor with a startling brusqueness on the
central question about the relationship between religion and violence in
general, saying: "Show me just what Muhammad brought that was
new, and there you will find things only evil and inhuman, such as his
command to spread by the sword the faith he preached."

The emperor, after having expressed himself so forcefully, goes on to
explain in detail the reasons why spreading the faith through violence is
somethingunreasonable . Violence is incompatible with the nature of
God and the nature of the soul. "God," he says, "is not pleased by
blood - and not acting reasonably is contrary to God's nature. Faithis
born of the soul, not the body. Whoever would lead someone to faith
needs the ability to speak well and to reason properly, without violence
and threats ."
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